Teaching autistic children conversational speech using video
modeling.
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ABSTRACT

"We assessed the effects of video modeling on acquisition and generalization of
conversational skills among autistic children. Three autistic bovs observed
videotaped conversations consisting of two people discussing specific 1o ys.
When criterion for learning was met, generalization of conversational skills
was assessed with untrained wpics of conversation; new stimuli (toys);
unfamiliar persons, siblings, and sutistic peers: and other settings. The resulis
indicated that the children learned through video modeling, generalized
their conversational sKills, and maintained conversational speech over a
15-month period. Video modeling shows mnch promise as a rapid and
effective procedure for teaching complex verbal skills such as
conversational specch.” (emphasis added by Gemllniy

SUMMARY & HIGHLIGHTS

Building on the work of Haring et al., Drs. Charlop and Milsieen showed that video modeling could be
used o weach language skills. They also showed that children on the autism spectrum showed a
‘1obust” generalizaton of the skalls acquired and mamtamed those skills after the mal fimshed.

The study also addressed the use of video modeling as a potential way o increase efficiency in therapy
salings:

“Video modeling may offer a time-efficient and personnel-c orgerving teaching tool”
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